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Broadeasling Board of Governors Brnadcaﬁti“g Board of Govemors

330 Ind d A SwW
Was'gngm fenos Avenuz Office of the General Counsel

FAX: 202-203-4585
Tel.: 202-203-4577

T:  Mara Verheyden-Hillard Frem:  Martha A, Diaz-Ortiz

. TELEPHONE: (208) 205. i i
Fax: 1180  pages: 4 (including cover
FacsiMiLE:  (202) 747-7 747 9 (nctiding )

Phore: Date: 202/ 203-4577

Subject

Message:

IH'O**********itﬂww**w******x*ntﬁt**#w*********anwan-www**********.wwa**w*w*w*******n-

The attached information is CONFIDENTIAL and is intended only for the
use of the addressees(s) named above. If the reader of thi= message is
hot the intended recipient(s) or the employee or agent rasponsible for
delivaring the mossage to the intended recipient plaase not that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. Anyone whao receives this communication in error should
notify us Immediately by telephone and retum the original message to us
at the above address via the U.S. Mail,
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United States of Amarica Cohen Bullding, Reom 3349 F 2022034585

m Broadeasting Board of Governors 230 Independence Ave. SW T 202.208.4550
Washinglon, DC 20237

Office of the General Counsel
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act

June 3, 2009

Mara Vetheyden-Hillard, Esq.
Partnership for Civil Justice Pund
617 Florida Avenue, N.W,
Waghington, DC 20001

Re: FOIA Reguest No. (9-007

Dear Ms. Verheyden-Hillard:

This letter is to address the estimated costs in regards to the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) request
you reinstated on behalf of your client, The National Commiitee to Free the Cuban Five, on March 19,
2009. The initial request was for the following records:

Any and all records including data, contracts, metnoranda, letters, alerts,
correspondence, applications, bulleting, e-mails, electronic postings, reports,
notes, images, balance sheets or any other matetials,..regarding all grants,
payments and/or transfers to U3, citizens, organizations and vendors, and Cuban
citizens who are employed by U.S. media communications entities in television,
newspaper, radio and Internet, from the Office of Cuba Broadcasting and the
Broadcasting Board of Governors, from January 1, 1996 to the present. Please
also provide any and all records, including correspondence and contracts
regarding the purpose 'of those grants, payments and/or transfers from the BBG
and OCB to those individuals, organizations and vendors.

Assumption of financial liability is required for all FOIA requests. Accordingly, we are hereby advising
you that in order for us to process your request, you will need to inform us in writing that you are willing
to assume full financial responsibility for fees. The search for records will not begin until written
assumption of financial liability is received.

For the purposes of assessing fees pursuant to the OMB Fee Guidelines, your client has been designated a
Category LII, “all other requester’ because the organization does not fall within any of the other fee
categories. Nor does your client qualify for the fee waiver requested. Consistent with this fee category,
your ¢lient will be assessed charges to recover the full direct costs for the search and the duplication of
those documents. As a requester in this category, duplication fees are not charged for the first 100 pages.
The first two hours of free search time have been utilized in response to your client’s amended request
when it narrowed the scope of the search on March 11, 2009.

330 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE, SW ROOM 3349 COHEN BUILDING  WASHINGTON, DC 20237
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Charges for all categories arc:  $36/$20/%10 per hour, depending on General Schedule Pay Rate
of the clerical and professional staff conducting the search and copying. The fee for copying is
$0.15 per page. Upon receiving cost estimates from the divisions that will be conducting the
search, it is deterinined that the fee will exceed $250. Pleage be advised that the estimated cost
of processing this request is $31,192.80, plus duplication costs. The breakdown of the cost of the
search is attached. As a requester with no history of payment, advance payment will be required
before we can begin processing this request, These costs are conservative and can be much
higher as the search progresses. You will be notified in advance if there is a cost increase prior
to the agency continuing its search,

Please send your check or money order within 30 days from the date of this letter to my attention,
in Suite 3349 of the Cohen Building. Additionally, your client will be charged for search time

even if the agency fails to locate any records responsive to the request or if the records located
are subsequently determined to be exempt from disclosure.

Sinceraly, /
il
£ 7

M Diaz-Ortiz
FOIA and Privacy Act Officer

Enclosure: 1
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ESTIMATE OF COSTS.
FOR FOIA No, 09-007

Office of Public Affairs:
2 hours search time @ GS5-12x35.03 $ 4000

BBG Executive Office:

40 hours 2 GS-12 ($20.00 per hr)

The Office of the Secretariat: Search for

correspondence, lctters, memoranda, reports, ete, $1,600.00

BBG Office of Contracts;

(iS-14 (336 hr. x 80 hrs.) $2,880

GS-13/7($20 hr. x 16 hrs.) $320

GS-12/3 (20.00 hr, x 80 hrs.) $1,600

GS-15 ($73.41hr. x 80 hrs.) $5,872.80 $10,672.80
Please note that the above figures are conservative, and could be much higher.

OCB Procurement Office:

The following computation is based on the number of awarded
actions and the total of hours required to search (this is based on
4 five minute review of each document).

10/1/2001 - 09/30/2002 1329 110

10/1/2002 - 09/30/2003 1600 133

10/1/2003 - 09/30/2004 1436 19

10/1/2004 - 09/30/2005 1811 150

10/1/2005 - 09/30/2006 1574 131

10/1/2006 - 09/30/2007 1725 143

10/1/2007 - 09/30/2008 1323 110

10/1/2008 - 06/01/2000 570 48
GS-13 @ 20.00 hr x 944 hrs. $18,880.00
TOTAL ESTIMATE OF SEARCH COST: $31,192.80
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