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P SECRET
Interview with Army General Raul Castro Ruz, on July 21, 1996.

Journalist: ... well, not exactly about the harvest, comrade Raul.
Taking advantage of the pleasure we always have meeting with you,
not only as someone from Matanzas, but as a Cuban, I'd like to
discuss your observations a little, your thoughts on what the position
that we Cubans will always defend will be, now during these days
that the ICAQ is deliberating on the events of February 24". Since |
am Cuban, | am confident and convinced about how we acted and
how we will continue to act, but | would like to hear your opinion on
these days.

A.G.: | already asked you not to ask me any more questions. The
meeting is with Jorge Luis, later, when you are going to publish
something about this, do not forget them, mention the reason for the
meeting that | participated in and made some comments. | shouldn’t
be giving opinions until the ICAO makes a statement. This problem
about the events of February 24™ has already been explained; |
remember a meeting we had on January 13" when they had just
flown over us for the second time in a row, throwing bits of paper
over the city of Havana.

And in July last year, when the first one came, in 1995, when that
first flotilla came to celebrate the anniversary of the August events,
etc., | went to the MININT's Command Post and we moved the
Aviation Command there, in other words, to the Interior Ministry’s
building in the Plaza de la Revolucion. We had several cameras set
up, including some on helicopters, on the ships that were... some of
ours, from our border guard service, and we were seeing everything
that was happening on the monitors, including when those planes
came and hovered over Havana, we saw them, we have cameras on
El Morro, on
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several rooftops. It was captured and videotaped. A MIG-23 went
after them, the rockets are self-activated, the pilots see who they are
shooting at. They say: “l gotit,” | tell him, “No, let them leave.”

The chief of the border guards who was in one of our anti-submarine
ships, a command ship, at the 12-mile line that we made for them,
although we were located at about 11 miles, the planes started flying
above him, spewing smoke in three colors: one was spewing red,
the other one blue, the other one white, because they wanted to
imitate the flag. “They are doing that to me, hold on,” and in their
turn, all the notes that were being sent to the U.S. government.

They violated the space in the Republic’s waters, | clarified that this
has to be decentralized if we want it to play its role, and five generals
were given the authorization. | was telling them: “Try to knock it
down over the territory,” but they were entering Havana and leaving
the city. It's clear that with one of those big rockets, from plane to
plane, what comes down is a fireball, and it's going to fall over the
city, | was saying [to] those who are authorized: “Knock them down
into the sea when they appear and don’t ask about it.”

That day | was on tour in the Western Army, specifically | was in a
unit near Managua, and that morning, they were getting into our
waters. And then you know what happened, they say it was in
international waters, we say it was in national waters.

Now recently the American Federal Aviation Administration took
away Basulto’s license, [he’s] the leader of the so-called Brothers to
the Rescue. If they had done this before, we would not have had
these problems, but they couldn’t do it due to electoral factors, which
are the factors that come first there.
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Entrevista al General de Ejército Ratl Castro Ruz, el 21 de julio
de 1996.

Periodista: ...bueno, no propiamente sobre la zafra, compafiero
Raul. Yo aprovechando la satisfaccion que siempre nos va a dejar
este encuentro con usted, no ya propiamente como matancero,
como cubano me gustaria un poco evacuar su comentario, su
reflexion en torno a cual va a ser la posicion que los cubanos
vamos a defender siempre, ahora mismo en estos dias que se esta
deliberando por la OACI, respecto a los sucesos del 24 de febrero.
Como soy cubano, estoy seguro y convencido de como se actud y
se va a seguir actuando, pero me gustaria escuchar el comentario
que usted le merece a estos dias.

G.E: Ya les pedi que no me hicieran mas preguntas a mi, que la
reunion es con Jorge Luis, después cuando vayan a publicar algo
de eso no vayan a olvidarse de ellos, refiéranse al motivo de la
reunion, que yo participé e hice algunos comentarios. YO no debia \
estar dando opiniones hasta que la OACI se manifestara. Lo que
ha sido del problema este de los acontecimientos del 24 de
febrero, ya se ha explicado; recuerdo una reunion que tuvimos el
13 de enero cuando acababan de volarnos por segunda vez
consecutiva, tirandonos papelitos arriba de la ciudad de La
Habana.

Y en julio del afio pasado, cuando venia aquella primera, en el afio
1995, cuando venia aquella primera flotilla para celebrar un
aniversario de los acontecimientos de agosto, etcétera, yo me fui al
Puesto de Mando del MININT y trasladamos el Mando de la
aviacion para alli, o sea, el edificio del Ministerio del Interior, en la
Plaza de la Revolucién. Teniamos varias camaras situadas, entre
ellas en helicopteros, en los bugques que estaban... algunos
nuestros, del servicio de los guardafronteras nuestros, Y
estabamos viendo en los monitores todo lo que estaba pasando,
incluso cuando esos aviones vienen y se meten arriba de La
Habana, los estamos viendo, tenemos camaras en el Morro, en
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diferentes azoteas. Se captd y se filmaron. Un MIG-23 se le puso
detrés, los cohetes se activan solos, los pilotos ven cual es al que
le tiran. Dicen: "Lo tengo", digole: "No, déjalos que se vayan".

El jefe de los guardafronteras que estaba en un buque
antisubmarino nuestro, un buque de mando, en la linea que le
hicimos a las 12 millas, aunque nos situamos como a 11 millas
nosotros, le empezaron a pasar por arriba los aviones echandole
humo de tres colores: uno le echaba rojo, el otro azul, el otro
blanco, porque ellos querian imitar la bandera. "Me estan haciendo
es0, aguanta”, y a su vez todas las notas que se le iban enviando
al gobierno americano.

Ellos han violado el espacio en las aguas de la Repdblica, lo
aclaré, que eso hay que descentralizarlo si queremos que eso
juegue su papel, y a cinco generales se les dio la facultad. Yo les
decia: "Traten de tumbarlo arriba del territorio", pero ellos entraban
a La Habana y se iban, de la ciudad. Esta claro que un cohetazo
de esos de avidn a avién, lo que viene para abajo es una bola de
fuego, y va a caer arriba de la ciudad, digo: "Tambenlos en el mar
cuando se aparezcan y no consulten", los que tienen las
facultades.

Ese dia yo estaba de recorrido en el Ejército Occidental
precisamente, estaba en una unidad cerca de Managua, y ya esa
mafana ellos estuvieron metiéndose en aguas nuestras. Y
después sucedid lo que ustedes conocen, ellos dicen que fue en
aguas internacionales, nosotros que fue en aguas nacionales.

Ahora recientemente la Agencia Federal de Aviacion Civil
Americana le quité la licencia a Basulto, este cabecilla de los
llamados Hermanos al Rescate, cosa que si hubieran hecho antes,
no se hubieran presentado estos problemas, pero no pueden
hacerlo por los factores electorales, que son los que priman ahu
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