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Broadiotsiing Bos of Genemars Broadcasting Board of Govermors
330 Independence Averus SW Office of the General Counsel
Washingtan, DC 20237
FAX: 202-203-4585
Tel: 202-203-4577

Fax

o Carl Messineo from:  Martha A. Diaz-Ortiz

Fax: 202-7147-7747 Pages: 2 (including cover)
Phone: 202-232-1180 pate: 202/203-4577
Subjact

Message:
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The attached information ix CONFIDENTIAL and Is Intanded only for the
uge of the addressees(s) namead above. If the reader of this message is
not the intended recipisnt{s) or the employee or ageni rezponaible for
dalivering the message 1o the intended recipient please not that any
dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly
prohibited. Anyone who receives this communication in error should
notify us immeadiately by telephone and returm the original message to us
at the above addrass via the U5, Mail,
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Brapdeasting Board of Governors 330 independence Ave, SW T 200,203.4550
United States of America Cohen Building, Room 3345 - F 2022034585
Washington, DC 20237

Office of the Gengral Counsel
Freedom of Information and Privacy Act

July 15, 2009

Delivered by Fax and .S, ‘Mail

Carl Messineo, Esq.

Partnership for Civil Justice Fund
617 Florida Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 2001

Dear Mr. Messineo:

This is in partial response to your letier dated June 26, 2009, regarding narrowing the scope of your FOLA
request. Your letter was received on June 30, 2009. All other concerns expressed in your letter will be
reviewed and addressed by the FOIA Appeals Commitiee.

In determining the estimated cost of the entire FOIA request submitted by the National Committee for the
Cuban Five, the Director of Administration/OCB, Director of Management and Planning/BBG Executive
Office, and Director, Office of Contracts/BBG where each provided a copy and asked to provide an
cstimated cost to conduet a search of agency records. The cost of $31,192.80 was derived from
mformation provided to me and relayed to your colleague, Mara Vetheyden-Hillard, in my June 3, 2009
response. Bach office estimated the number of employees needed to conduct a thorough document search,
official work hours and hourly rate of pay.

To assist you with lowering your costs and to facilitate the production of responsive documents, I would
recommend that yon focus on exactly what you are looking for. The request as it stands now is very
broad;

[AJny and all records including data, contracts, memoranda, letters, alerts, correspondence,
applications, bulletins, e-tnails, electronic postings, reports, notes, images, balance sheets or any
other materials in the possession of the Broadcasting Board of Governors and Office of Cuba
Broadcasting, reparding all grants, payments and/or transfers to U.S. citizens, organizations and
vendors, and Cuban citizens who are employed by U.S. media communications entities in
television, newspaper, radio and Intemet, from the Office of Cuba Broadeasting and the
Broadcasting Board of Governors, from January 1, 1996 to the present. Please also provide any
and all records, including cortespondence and contracts regarding the purpose of those grants,
payments and/or transfers from the BBG and OCB to those individuals, organizations and
vendors.

As Inoted in my earlier correspondence, dated June 3, 2009, your FOIA request, as re-stated above, will
require over 1,242 hours of search time for records located in the Office of Public Affairs, BBG Executive
Office, and the Office of Cuba Broadcasting. Under the Paper Reduction Act of 1995, government,
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Carl Messineo
July 14, 2009
Page Two

agencies ate no longer required to hold on to certain documents after three to six years. Pursuant to the
FAR. 4,803, Storage, Handling, and Disposition of Contract Files, agencies are not required to keep
simplified acquisition files for more than 3 years after close-out. Pre-2005 searches may prove fruitless
unless the journalist(s) is still a contractor with the agency. I would suggest that you narrow your search
by first obtaining a list of all the POV contracts entfered into with the Office of Cuba Broadcasting during
a specific time period surrounding the trial of the “Cuban Five.,” You will then be able to identify the
Journalist(s) who were contracted with the agency before and during the trial and directives, if any, that
smrounded the reporting activities of the journalist(s) at that time.

Once the contracts have been identified, the submitters of the contracts must first be notified that the
agency is in receipt of a FOIA request for their information. Provisions in the Executive Order 12600
afford submitters of such information a reasonable period of time to object to the disclosure of any
specified portion of the information and to state grounds upon which disclosure is opposed. Their
recommendations will be taken under advisement and a final determination on which records can be
released, if any, will be made.

Once you have narrowed the scope of your request, we can reassess the estimate of the cost for the search
of documents.

Best Regards,
a Diaz-Oriz

FOIA And Privacy Act Officér
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