National Committee to Free the Cuban Five
2489 Mission St., Room 24, San Francisco CA 94110
tel: 415-821-6545 +« fax: 415-821-5782

BBG, FOIA/PA Unit
Room 3349
330 Independence Ave. SW
Washington, D.C. 20237
(202) 203-4550
fax: (202) 203-4585
January 23, 2009

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request
Dear FOIA Officer:

Please provide any and all records including data, contracts, memoranda,
letters, alerts, correspondence, applications, bulletins, e-mails, electronic
postings, reports, notes, images, balance sheets or any other materials in
the possession of the Broadcasting Board of Governors and Office of Cuba
Broadcasting, regarding all grants, payments and/or transfers to U.S.
citizens, organizations and vendors, and Cuban citizens who are employed
‘by U.S. media communications entities in television, newspaper, radio and
Internet, from the Office of Cuba Broadcasting and the Broadcasting Board
of Governors, from January 1, 1996 to the present. Please also provide any
-and all records, including correspondence and contracts regarding the
purpose of those grants, payments and/or transfers from the BBG and OCB
to those individuals, organizations and vendors.

Request for Fee Waiver

The disclosure of the requested information is in the public interest because
it is likely to contribute significantly to public understanding of the
operations and activities of the government. The requestor has no
commercial interest in the information requested. The information
requested herein is not intended to be used for commercial purposes, but
for the dissemination to the public and for public education. All information
received shall be published and made available electronically for public
access.

The National Committee to Free the Cuban Five is a grassroots organization
for the purpose of research, documentation and dissemination of the case of
‘the “Cuban Five,” through printed publications, internet outreach, video
.documentaries and communications to the media. The Committee also
works in support of understanding and promoting better relations between

. ‘the people of the United States and the people of Cuba. Its work includes
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addressing the issue of the media coverage in the United States and
communication to the people of the United States regarding U.S.-Cuba
relations.

Request for Expedited Processing

The requesters are primarily engaged in disseminating information to the
public and the information is urgently needed to inform the public
concerning some actual or alleged government activity affecting the peace
and security of the people of the United States, the people of Cuba, and the
people of Latin America.

The records requested are a matter of urgent public concern. As reported in
the Miami Herald on September 8, 2006, U.S. media journalists were being
‘ paid by the Office of Cuba Broadcasting for their work as journalists.

The National Committee to Free the Cuban Five is deeply concerned that
“media coverage in Miami, regarding the arrest and trial of the five men
known as the “Cuban Five,” may have had an influential and negative role
in the outcome of their trial. We are also concerned that some of that
coverage may have been financed or otherwise supported by the U.S.
-government. It is of critical importance, for the people of the United States
i and any defendant tried within U.S. jurisdiction, to be guaranteed the right
:.to an impartial jury trial free of harmful and prejudicial publicity.

:In the Event of Denial

If this request is denied in whole or in part, please provide the basis for
each such denial or deletion by reference to the specific exemption of the
- Act which you assert is applicable.

Request for All Portions of Material for Which No Exemption to
‘Production is Claimed

Please provide all segregable portions of otherwise exempt material.

We reserve the right to appeal your decision to withhold any information or
to deny a waiver of fees.

Sincerely,

‘Gloria La Riva
‘Coordinator

Cell: 415-312-6042

- glorialariva@hotmail.com
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